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ORDINANCE 

OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COLLEGE PARK, AMENDING 

CHAPTER 34, “ELECTIONS”, ARTICLE I, “GENERAL PROVISIONS” §34-3, 

“DEFINITIONS”; ARTICLE II, CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS, § 34-5, “POLLING 

PLACES; HOURS OF VOTING; EARLY VOTING”, §34-6, “ABSENTEE 

BALLOTING”, AND §34-7, “RUNOFF ELECTIONS”; AND ARTICLE III, “FAIR 

ELECTION PRACTICES”, §34-15, “CAMPAIGN FINANCE REPORTS; 

INDEPENDENT EXPENDITURE REPORT”; TO INCLUDE ELECTRONIC POSTING 

AND MESSAGING IN THE DEFINITION OF POLITICAL MATTER, CHANGE THE 

DATES FOR FILING OF AN APPLICATION FOR AN ABSENTEE BALLOT AND A 

LATE FILING FOR AN ABSENTEE BALLOT, REMOVING THE REQUIREMENT 

THAT THE NOTICE  TO CANDIDATES AND TREASURERS UNDER § 34-15A(2) 

AND (3) CONCERNING FILING OF FINANCE REPORTS AND INDEPENDENT 

EXPENDITURE REPORTS BE GIVEN BY ORDINARY MAIL, AND MAKE 

CERTAIN CLARIFYING, CONFORMING AND NUMBERING CHANGES. 

 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to the Local Government Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, 

the City of College Park (hereinafter, the “City”) has the power to provide for elections for 

municipal purposes; and 

 WHEREAS, the City has adopted Chapter 34, “Elections”, to regulate municipal 

elections; and 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have recently adopted amendments to the Charter to 

change the manner in which the general election date is set, to change certain deadlines for 

election filings, to allow more flexibility in setting the dates for a run-off election, and to 

accommodate the addition time required to vote by mail; and  

 WHEREAS, the said Charter amendments require conforming amendments to Chapter 

34, “Elections”.  
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WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that it is in the public interest to 

adopt the foregoing amendments to Chapter 34 required by the Charter amendments, and to make 

other clarifying changes. 

 Section 1.  NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED, by the Mayor 

and Council of the City of College Park, Maryland that Chapter 34 “Elections”, Article I “General 

Provisions” §34-3, “Definitions” be and it is hereby repealed, re-enacted and amended to read as 

follows: 

§ 34-3 Definitions.  

As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated below: 

     *     *     *     *     * 

[CAMPAIGN REPORT] CAMPAIGN FINANCE REPORT 

A report of contributions received and expenditures. 

CANDIDATE  

Any person who seeks election to the office of Mayor or Council[person] MEMBER of the 

City of College Park. 

     *     *     *     *     * 

ELECTION  

The process by which the voters of the City of College Park vote for Mayor or 

Council[person] MEMBER, any Charter amendment, proposition or question, and, unless 

otherwise indicated, shall include all elections, general, special, runoff and referendum. 

     *     *     *     *     * 

POLITICAL MATTER  
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Any pamphlet, circular, card, sample ballot, poster, billboard, advertisement, button, 

ELECTRONIC POSTING OR MESSAGE, or any other printed, photographed, typewritten 

or written material or statement relating to any candidate or prospective candidate, or any 

matter or issue which has been submitted to a vote at an election or is in the process of being 

petitioned to referendum. 

     *     *     *     *     * 

PUBLIC OFFICE  

The office of Mayor or Council[person] MEMBER of the City of College Park. 

     *     *     *     *     * 

 Section 2. BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED AND ENACTED by the Mayor and Council 

of the City of College Park that Chapter 34 “Elections”, Article II “Conduct of Elections” §34-5, 

“Polling places; hours of voting; early voting” be and it is hereby repealed, re-enacted and 

amended to read as follows: 

§ 34-5 Polling places; hours of voting; early voting.  

 

Polling places and hours for election day shall be designated by the Supervisors of Elections with 

the approval of Mayor and Council. The polling places and hours for one or more early voting 

days shall be designated by the Supervisors of Elections with the approval of Mayor and Council. 

A voter may vote at a designated polling place on the day of the election or at a designated [City] 

early voting polling place. All qualified voters who are waiting in line to vote at the time of the 

official closing of the polls shall be permitted to vote. 

 Section 3. BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED AND ENACTED by the Mayor and Council 

of the City of College Park that Chapter 34 “Elections”, Article II “Conduct of Elections” §34-6, 

“Absentee balloting” be and it is hereby repealed, re-enacted and amended to read as follows: 
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§ 34-6 Absentee balloting.  

 

A. – B.  *     *      *     *     * 

C. Applications for absentee ballots. 

(1) *     *     *     *     *  

(2) Deadline for receipt of application. Except for a late application under Subsection [C(2)(a)] 

C(3) of this section, application for an absentee ballot must be received by the Supervisors of 

Elections not later than [the Tuesday or, if not on Tuesday, seven] 12 CALENDAR days 

preceding the election, at the time specified by the Supervisors of Elections. 

[(a)] (3) Late application. 

[[1]] (A) Beginning [six] 11 CALENDAR days preceding the election, through the closing of the 

polls on Election Day, a registered voter or the voter's duly authorized agent may apply in 

person for an absentee ballot at the City Clerk's office.  

[[2]] (B) A special application for an absentee ballot issued under this subsection shall be supplied 

by the Supervisors of Elections or the City Clerk to the voter or the voter's duly authorized 

agent.  

[[3]] (C) After review of the application, if the Supervisors of Elections find that the voter qualifies 

for absentee voting, the City Clerk shall issue an absentee ballot to the voter or the voter's 

duly authorized agent.  

 Section 4. BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED AND ENACTED by the Mayor and Council 

of the City of College Park that Chapter 34 “Elections”, Article II “Conduct of Elections” §34-7, 

“Runoff elections” be and it is hereby repealed, re-enacted and amended to read as follows: 
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§ 34-7 Runoff elections.  

In the event that an election results in a tie vote for Mayor or Council[person] MEMBER, a runoff 

election shall be conducted as provided in the Charter. The same rules and procedures that apply to 

regular elections shall apply to runoff elections, with the following additional provisions: 

A. – C. *     *     *     *     *  

 

Section 5. BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED AND ENACTED by the Mayor and Council 

of the City of College Park that Chapter 34 “Elections”, Article III “Fair Election Practices” § 34-

15, “Campaign finance reports; independent expenditure report” be and it is hereby repealed, re-

enacted and amended to read as follows: 

§ 34-15 Campaign finance reports; independent expenditure report  

A. Each candidate, the treasurer of each political committee, and any person making 

aggregate independent expenditures of $100 or more in an election cycle for campaign 

material that is a public communication, shall file reports disclosing contributions and 

expenditures with the City Clerk for the Supervisors of Elections. Even if no contributions or 

expenditures have been made during the period covered by the report, a statement to that effect 

must be filed by a candidate and treasurer of each political committee. Candidate reports 

required under this section may be electronically filed in an acceptable format at an address 

designated by the City Clerk, if prior to filing the candidate has authorized electronic filing on 

a form provided by the Supervisors of Elections and has designated one or more e-mail or 

other addresses from which reports will be filed. 

(1). – (3). *     *     *     *     * 
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(4) At least 10 working days before the reports specified in § 34-15A(2) and (3) are 

required to be filed, the City Clerk shall send written notice[, by ordinary mail]to all 

candidates and treasurers to remind them of the necessity of complying with the 

reporting requirements of § 34-15A(2) and (3) and setting forth the dates for filing; 

provided, further, that no penalty shall be assessed under Chapter 110 unless the City 

Clerk has sent such written notice to candidates and treasurers.  

B. – E. *     *     *     *     * 

 Section 6. BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED AND ENACTED by the Mayor and Council 

of the City of College Park that, upon formal introduction of this proposed Ordinance, which shall 

be by way of a motion duly seconded and without any further vote, the City Clerk shall distribute a 

copy to each Council member and shall maintain a reasonable number of copies in the office of 

the City Clerk and shall post at City Hall, to the official City website, to the City-maintained e-

mail LISTSERV, and on the City cable channel, and if time permits, in any City newsletter, the 

proposed ordinance or a fair summary thereof together with a notice setting out the time and 

place for a public hearing thereon and for its consideration by the Council. 

The public hearing, hereby set for   7:30   P.M. on the   23rd   day of   March   , 2021, shall follow 

the publication by at least seven (7) days, may be held separately or in connection with a regular or 

special Council meeting and may be adjourned from time to time.  All persons interested shall 

have an opportunity to be heard.   

After the hearing, the Council may adopt the proposed ordinance with or without amendments or 

reject it.  This Ordinance shall become effective on     April 13,    2021 provided that, as soon as 

practicable after adoption, the City Clerk shall post a fair summary of the Ordinance and notice of 
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its adoption at City Hall, to the official City website, to the City-maintained e-mail LISTSERV, on 

the City cable channel, and in any City newsletter.  

If any section, subsection, provision, sentence, clause, phrase or word of this Ordinance is for 

any reason held to be illegal or otherwise invalid by any court of competent jurisdiction, such 

invalidity shall be severable, and shall not affect or impair any remaining section, subsection, 

provision, sentence, clause, phrase or word included within this Ordinance, it being the intent 

of the City that the remainder of the Ordinance shall be and shall remain in full force and 

effect, valid and enforceable. 

 INTRODUCED by the Mayor and Council of the City of College Park, Maryland at a 

regular meeting on the   9th   day of   March   2021. 

 ADOPTED by the Mayor and Council of the City of College Park, Maryland at a regular 

meeting on the   23rd   day of    March    2021. 

 EFFECTIVE the   13th   day of   April  , 2021. 

 

 

 

ATTEST:     CITY OF COLLEGE PARK 

 

 

 

By: _____________________________ By: __________________________________ 

      Janeen S. Miller, CMC, City Clerk                    Patrick L. Wojahn, Mayor 

 

 

      APPROVED AS TO FORM AND 

       LEGAL SUFFICIENCY: 

 

            

      ______________________________ 

      Suellen M. Ferguson, City Attorney 

 

 

 


